
In Europe, employment related 
to recycling increased by 45 % 
between 2000 and 2007

EU countries should recycle at 
least 50% of their municipal 
waste by 2020.

Sources: EEA, European Commission, Eurostat

Recycling rates in Europe 

Much of the waste we throw away can be recycled. Recycling benefits the environment 
by diverting waste away from landfills and by providing raw materials for new products. 
Recycling can also encourage innovation and create jobs. 
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Recycling an aluminium can 
saves around 95% of the 
energy needed to make a new 
one from raw material.

countries above 50%

Others:

Sweden 49%
Luxembourg 47%
Denmark 42%
Norway 42%
United Kingdom 39%
Ireland 36%
Italy 36%
France 35%
Spain 33%
Finland 33%
Slovenia 31%
Iceland 23%
Hungary 21%
Poland 21%

Estonia 20%
Cyprus 20%
Portugal 19%
Greece 18%
Czech Republic 16%
Malta 13%
Latvia 9%
Slovakia 9%
Lithuania 5%
Croatia 4%
Romania 1%
Turkey 1%
Bulgaria 0%
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